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Abstract

This study examines the state of financial inclusion in Iraq within the context of rapid
developments in financial technology and the digital economy, both of which play a critical role in
enhancing financial stability and sustainability. It further explores the extent to which financial inclusion
contributes to the advancement of banking services in support of the domestic economy, a key objective of
the Central Bank of Iraq. Accordingly, the central research question is: To what extent has the Iraqi banking
sector succeeded in meeting the requirements of financial inclusion? From this, the following hypothesis is
formulated: The Iraqi banking sector has played a significant role in promoting financial inclusion.
Employing a descriptive and analytical methodology, the study finds that the annual fluctuations in the
number of bank branches were inconsistent throughout the study period. This instability hindered the
effective implementation of financial inclusion and posed challenges in advancing its stages. Moreover,
Iraq experienced substantial population growth during the same period, underscoring the necessity of
intensified local, regional, and international efforts to fulfill the requirements of financial inclusion.

Keywords: Banking sector, Financial inclusion.
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